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My Comments:  The cartoon above—however timely—has nothing to do with my comments below.  

Our nation has lost its foundational roots.  For several years I have struggled to articulate in an effective manner the root cause of 
our nation’s destruction. Below is an attempt to briefly outline our nation’s founding concepts and the four main ingredients 
necessary for our system of self-government to work.

Feedback on the following is desired:

The founding colonies, which became States,had already established their own Constitutions, and had extensive experience in 
self-government within their colonial systems—thus they had experience in what worked and the pitfalls of self-government. 

Our founders did not trust—or at best were leery of government.  Thus in establishing the federal government, the Constitution 
was written to specifically identify its responsibilities and to provide checks and balances to safeguard against abuse of power.  
While it was a novel goal in the history of civilization, the founders had more faith in the wisdom of the common man that in those 
who gained political power.  Thus, the United States of America became the Great American Experiment in Self-Government, by 
We the People.

In response to the question about the form of government established at the Constitutional convention, Benjamin Franklin stated:  
“A Republic, if you can keep it.” More specifically, the federal government was to be a Constitutional Republic, with its legislative 
representatives and chief executive elected by a democratic process—and, the Constitution along with any ratified Amendments 
was to be the Supreme Law of the nation.  

Several vital ingredients were necessary for this system of self-government by We the People to work:

1) Respect for a Creator God — Our ultimate rights were God given, not benefits doled out by government. However, the tyranny 
which results from combining religion with the power of the government was known and to be avoided at all costs in the new 



federal government. Specifically, the government was to be kept free of any religious establishment.  At the same time, religious 
freedom was sacrosanct.  And, in those days reference to religion was commonly understood—but not limited to—various sects 
and forms of Christianity.  While being absolute in maintaining a federal government exclusive of imposing any moral or religious 
laws or doctrines, a basic respect from the government was maintained for traditional Judeo-Christian values—which were 
considered essential for the preservation of social restraint, as necessary for the maintenance of system of limited laws and 
government. At the time of the nation’s founding, and, for more than a century afterward, the people and the government was able 
to maintain that careful balance between having a federal government void of promoting a religion, while simultaneously allowing 
the free exercise of religion to perform its function in promoting an unofficial system of moral restraint and social order.  As John 
Adams famously stated: Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other.  

2) Constitution Supreme Law of the land  — The federal government was to adhere strictly to the law of the Constitution—specific 
to its original intent. Aside from the clear wording of the text itself, various publications, such as the federalist papers provided 
insight into the specific intent of the law.

3) Citizen Representatives  — Representatives were to be locally selected, known to the electorate, and accountable to the 
electorate. Representative districts (local and national) be kept sufficiently small such that the local population could select from 
their midst, people known to them as their representatives.  Article 1 of the Constitution provided that House Districts encompass 
a minimum of 30,000 population, and Article The First (the 1st of the 12 amendment proposed as our Bill of Rights) passed the 
1789 Congress setting a maximum district size of 50 or 60 thousand population based on the two versions approved by the House 
and Senate.  Senators were selected by state legislatures, and at the time the state legislators themselves were selected and 
elected from districts that were also small so that the legislators were both known and accountable to the people.  

4) Federalist System  — The system of government is referred to as a federalist system, whereby the central or federal 
government was limited to specific delegated powers, as specified in the Constitution, and other powers and authorities were the 
exclusive right of the states or the people. The states already had working state and local government systems, which addressed 
the governmental concerns not delegated to the federal/central government. The remaining social functions were fulfilled by local 
churches, families and the people.

At the beginning, these four (4) ingredients listed above were in play, and the nation grew.

Enemies of the Constitution and the self-government system by We the People were at war with the system from the start.  Those 
enemies sought to undermine each of the four ingredients. It has taken time, but they have succeeded in all but completely 
destroying each of these four ingredients to our Constitutional Republic and self-government by We the People.  As such, our 
system of government is foundering, and unless these four ingredients are restored, our nation will ultimately collapse.

****************************

While the Trump campaign and presidency does not address any of these four principles of our nation’s founding, Trump’s 
presidency does confront and threaten the political corruption and special interests who—over time—have eroded each of these 
three concepts needed to preserve our founders intent for America.

If you missed it, the Hannity Show on Fox outlined some of the main thrust of attack on Trump. You may enjoy this, especially the 
first two (2) minutes of this video:  Sean Hannity 5/17/17 : The swamp wants to stop Trump and stay in power
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